Parade Tours

Scroll down in this document for descriptions of all the tours we’ll be offering
this year in Spokane:

Updated on 5/10/17, changes highlighted in yellow
Overview
Continuing with last year’s set-up at Jay Peak, we will again be offering both guided (directed) and selfguided driving tours for the Spokane Parade. Theses tours will be both in eastern Washington and northern
Idaho. Some driving tours will be by car and others will be by contracted bus service due to the destination
location and venue.

As we have seen over the past few years, driving tours have become the most popular activity throughout many
of the PCA regions and the Porsche Parade is no different. Since many of you come long distances to Parade,
you may be driving rental cars instead of your preferred Porsches. This should not preclude you from
registering for a driving tour at Parade. All driving roads at Parade are on primary U.S. or state highways and
therefore will not be a problem for any non-Porsche to navigate.
For safety reasons, we suggest that driving tour participants have a working cellular phone, and a GPS device is
also a nice option. It is also helpful to bring your two-way walkie-talkie radios, if you use them in your home
region AND they are of the type that can be tuned to both a radio channel and a security sub-channel (e.g.
Channel 7, security channel 12). In this age of distracted driving, it is important that we, as a group, drive
safely and courteously on all of our tours. To that end, it is important to have two people in your car (driver and
navigator) if you also volunteer to be a group leader or sweeper so that the navigator is the person doing the
communicating on the cell phone or radio while the driver concentrates on the road and the other cars in the
group.
There are three main guided driving tours, two guided bus tours and one walking tour during the week of
Parade. The guided driving tours, the walking tour and the bus tours repeat during the week. The six (6) selfdirected driving tours offer alternatives for those who cannot participate in one of the guided tours due to time
or schedules or just want to do something on their own or in a small group of cars. A couple of the self-guided
tours are specifically designed for families.

All guided driving tours will start from the Spokane Interstate Fairgrounds, which are 4.5 miles east of
the Davenport Grand Hotel. Directions: https://goo.gl/maps/xuKw62Jvpxz
The “Visit Spokane” tourism office will operate a concierge desk at Parade and will recommend additional selfdriving routes and excursions, other than those listed here, to Parade participants. In addition, visitor
publications will be easily accessible at the Parade hotel locations.
______________________________________________________________________________

Tour Descriptions
For the self-guided tours, a link to Google Maps and a route overview map is provided. If you think you may
take one of the self-guided tours, we suggest printing out the driving directions from the provided link prior to
arriving at Parade. You can also visit the Hospitality Information Desk at Parade to request a copy of the
directions.

Guided Bus Tour and Dinner Cruise on Lake Coeur d’Alene

Parade week starts off on Monday, July 10th, with the always popular Concours competition during the day. On
Monday night, July 10th and again on Wednesday night, July 12th, we will board charter buses for the 45minute drive over to the Coeur d’Alene, ID Resort on the lake and board our cruise ship, the “Coeur d’Alene”,
for a 2-hour dinner cruise around Lake Coeur d’Alene, one of the most famous lakes in the Pacific Northwest.
Sit back and enjoy the views around the lake and mingle with other Parade attendees. This is a chartered,
private cruise reserved for Parade attendees only! In addition to the beautiful lake, you will see the renowned
floating golf green that’s a popular feature at the Coeur d’Alene Resort Golf Course. We will dine on a Beer
Can Chicken and Smokehouse Beef Brisket Buffet along with a summer garden salad, house-made potato salad,
broccoli-grape salad, beer-battered onion taters, Idaho potato rolls, strawberry-rhubarb tarts and walnut-crusted
apple cake! Water, coffee and teas are included. There is a limit of 180 people for the Monday night cruise and
100 people for the Wednesday night cruise, so don’t miss out if you like dinner cruises!
_____________________________________________________________________________

Guided Driving Tour and Lunch on top of Schweitzer Mountain Resort:

For lovers of mountains and spectacular scenery, this is the tour for you! We will divide into separate driving
groups and depart on a 100-mile drive north up to Schweitzer Mountain. Schweitzer Mountain Resort is a ski
and summer resort, located about 11 miles northwest of the lakeside resort community of Sandpoint, Idaho.
Schweitzer Mountain is huddled in a basin at the foothills of the Selkirk Mountains overlooking Lake Pend
Oreille to the southeast with views of the Bitterroot and Cabinet mountain ranges. The Mountain offers 2900
acres of lift-accessible in-bounds terrain. Schweitzer has 92 designated trails, including two (2) open bowls Schweitzer Bowl and Outback Bowl. The ski area is approximately 45 miles south of the Canada-U.S. border.
The summit elevation is about 6,400 feet above sea level with a vertical drop of 2,440 feet (744 meters). The
peak known as Schweitzer Mountain was named after an old Swiss hermit who lived at the bottom of the basin
(Schweitzer is German for Swiss). Skiing at Schweitzer began as early as 1933.

The newest addition to Schweitzer Mountain is the opening of the Sky Lodge, our tour destination! We will
park our cars in the center of the Schweitzer Mountain village base area in a pseudo “car show” configuration
and board the Great Escape high-speed quad chair lift to the summit for a full luncheon, where you will have a
360-degree view from the Sky House. You’ll enjoy mountains all around plus the spectacular Lake Pend
Oreille. Those of you who feel fit enough can hike back down to the village (where your cars are parked). The
hike shouldn’t take much more than about one (1) hour. All others will use the lift to bring you down to the
village. Don’t worry; if it happens to rain, we have an alternate lunch location in the village! The return route
back to Spokane will be slightly different so we’re not looking at the same scenery. This tour will run on
Tuesday, July 11th , Wednesday, July 12th and Friday July 14th and will take most of the day. There is a limit of
120 people on each of these tours due to restaurant capacity.
______________________________________________________________________________

Guided Driving Tour to Lunch Cruise on Lake Coeur d’Alene:

If you missed either of the dinner cruises on Lake Coeur d’Alene (or even if you didn’t and want a daytime
cruise), we’ve planned a short driving tour ending up at the Coeur d’Alene Resort for a lunch cruise on the
“Lake Coeur d’Alene”, a private chartered boat that can accommodate 100 guests. This option allows you to
enjoy a drive in your Porsche (or rental car) rather than take a bus to the cruise! This tour initially runs down
east I-90, but then takes an exit into a mountainous area filled with many turns and undulating terrain that is
never boring. As such, the speed limits are reduced, but the terrain doesn’t allow for faster speeds anyway!
One land feature called Cougar Gulch should give you a clue! On this short drive, you will see a variety of
terrain ranging from farmland, forested areas and again, many turns all intended to take the long way to the
lunch cruise departure point at the Lake Coeur d’Alene Resort!
All cars will park in a reserved area of the parking garage free of charge for tour participants. After boarding
the cruise boat, we will depart on a two-hour cruise around the lake and dine on a Northwest Dutch lunch buffet
consisting of romaine-iceberg salad, mixed macaroni pasta salad, buttermilk and organic great seed breads,
sliced turkey breast and hearthstone ham, cheddar and Swiss cheeses with condiments and Washington snack
apples.
After we dock at the end of the cruise, there is still time to explore a little of Coeur d’Alene, like taking a
wonderful hike around Tubb’s Hill, which is located on the shore of Lake Coeur d’Alene. There are a number
of trails you can select for an hour-long hike. To finish off the day or to come back on another day, there are
also more boat rides, flights around the lake, or just stroll through the City and the new McEuen Park in this
very pretty resort town, now with a population of over 40,000 people. We will plan to depart our parking area
an hour after we get off the boat. Those who want to spend longer in CDA can do so and return on your own.
However, if you take the “return on your own” option, just realize that you are no longer considered part of the
Parade tour. This tour will run on Tuesday, July 11th and Friday July 14th and there is a limit of 100 people each
day due to boat capacity.
______________________________________________________________________________

Guided Tour to Historic Wallace, ID and the Hiawatha Bike Trail
Are you ready for something completely different from a normal driving tour? How would you like to bike the
“crown jewel” of all the “rails-to-trails” hall of fame routes in the United States?! This tour begins with a
beautiful drive from Spokane to Lookout Pass on the Idaho-Montana border, where your pre-arranged bike
rentals will be waiting. Once on the trail, you’ll follow the Milwaukee Railroad’s route of the historic
Olympian Hiawatha train through the Bitterroot Mountains of Idaho. This nationally acclaimed 15-mile rail
trail is all downhill at a gentle 2-3% grade, so it’s accessible to nearly everyone. A shuttle bus will ferry riders
and their bikes back up the hill to the West portal of the long first tunnel.

One of THE highlights is the first tunnel after leaving the trailhead. The St. Paul Pass tunnel is 1.7 miles long at
the Montana/Idaho state line. Mountain bikes, helmets, lights, and trail passes will be waiting for you at the
trailhead just outside the East portal of the tunnel. Please remember that the long tunnel is a constant cool 55
degrees year round, so a jacket or sweatshirt is highly recommended! There are a total of 7 high trestles (one is
850 ft. long and 230 ft. high) and 7 shorter tunnels on the trail.
On our drive to Lookout Pass, there will be many sights of lakes, forests and mountains as we come to a rest
stop in Kellogg, Idaho, one of the historic Silver Valley mining towns only one hour from our start in Spokane
(67 miles). We’ll stop for 15-20 minutes at the welcome center before driving on to Wallace, Idaho, where a
sack lunch will be available for pick-up on the way to the Hiawatha trailhead. Wallace’s downtown area is a
National Historic District from the age of Silver Mining in the nearby mountains, and the buildings look not
much different than a photo taken at the turn of the century! A self-guided tour of the town and a tour to a real
active silver mine are available to those who would like to further explore Wallace separately on their own on a
different day. See the self-guided tour description for more details.
Note: Be advised that the Parade Gimmick Rally participants will be in and around Wallace on Thursday, July
13, as part of that event.

As we continue our drive west toward the mountains and over Lookout Pass, our last stop will be the trailhead,
which is accessed by an exit off Interstate 90 at Taft, Montana and then a short, 2-mile graded and well
maintained dirt road to the parking lot and the start of our amazing bike adventure! Make sure to bring bike
water bottles or a hydration pack so you can stay hydrated during the ride. Water stations are provided along

the route.
This tour will be conducted on Tuesday, July 11th, Wednesday, July 12th and Thursday July 13th and is limited
to 30 people for each tour due to the nature of the venue.

___________________________________________________________

Guided Bus Tour to Vintner’s Village, Prosser, WA:
Do you enjoy big bold red wines? Or how about the citrus flavors of a nice Chardonnay? Washington State is the 2nd
largest premium wine producer in the U.S. with 900+ wineries and eastern Washington is the major grape growing region
in the state. Combine that with 11 AVAs (American Vitacultural Areas) located in eastern Washington and you have a
wine lover’s destination. If you are looking for quality wines, we have the bus tour for you.
Join us on a journey 170 miles southwest of Spokane to Prosser, Washington. As we leave the trees of Spokane we will
travel through the high desert of eastern Washington, into the farming country and finally into Prosser. Prosser is the
home of the state’s oldest AVA – the Yakima Valley AVA, which originated in 1983 – and is also the location of 30+
wineries.

The trip will include lunch at a scenic lunch stop at Chandler Reach Vinyards http://www.chandlerreach.com/ . After
lunch we will travel another 15 minutes to the Vintner’s Village in Prosser, http://prosservintnersvillage.com/. At the
Vintner’s Village you will be able to stroll around the beautifully groomed grounds to visit any of the 12 wineries located
in the village. We will spend about 3 hours at the Vintners Village to give you time to sample wines of several different
styles and many different varietals. Try a Tempranillo, or maybe a Syrah or a Grenache. If a nice refreshing white wine is
more your taste, like a Chardonnay, Pinot Gris, or Vognier, you will be able to find it at the Vintner’s Village. This tour
will be conducted on Tuesday, July 11th and Thursday, July 13th and is limited to 52 people each day so sign up quickly!
One additional note, part of your registration fee covers the tasting fee at Chandler’s Reach Vinyards and your lunch, but
some of the other wineries at Vintner’s Village charge a $5-10 tasting fee that is deducted from the cost of any wine you
purchase. This charge is NOT included in your registration fee.
If you want a preview of all the wineries in Vintner’s Village, follow this link:
http://www.washingtontastingroom.com/articles/tour/a-stroll-in-the-village

___________________________________________________________________________

Guided Tour to the Dry Fly Distillery and Black Label Brewing Company
We have a tour to offer that will show you the very best of Spokane’s growing reputation for world-class spirits
and uniquely Northwest beers. Both reflect locally-sourced ingredients and owners who are locals that have a
passion for hand-crafted, small batch quality in their products. Your hosts will let you sample and buy their
products so you can get a “taste of Spokane” while you enjoy the Parade. Note: Due to Washington law, a
nominal $5.00 charge is required at Dry-Fly for tasting their spirits which is included in your registration fee,
but will apply toward any purchase.

Dry Fly Distilling was created by co-founders Don Poffenroth, (also an Inland Northwest Region/PCA member)
and Kent Fleischmann out of their passion for fly fishing and the Pacific Northwest. They reflect the beauty of
this area into spirits made from local ingredients and sustainable farms, such as the wheat grown on a 100-year
old family farm near Rosalia, south of Spokane in the Palouse region of Washington.
Dry Fly awards and spirits include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Vodka (Washington Wheat)
Gin
Whiskey (wheat)
Bourbon
A 10-year single malt whiskey to come
Berlin 2015 “American Whiskey of the Year” award
2016 World Spirit Awards- Dry Fly Barrel Reserve Gin

Black Label Brewing Company (BLBC) was created by two longtime friends that shared the love of
brewing and the belief that using quality ingredients makes a superior beer. Proof of that statement comes from
consumer reviews where they currently maintain a 4.5 out of 5-star rating on Yelp.
At BLBC, they strive to use as many organic and naturally grown ingredients in their Ales and Lagers as
possible. Their base malt, along with many other ingredients that are used, are certified organic or locally
sourced and naturally grown.
With help from friends and family, BLBC successfully completed a Kickstarter crowd funding campaign. Using
the money that was so generously donated, they were
able to get a shot at seeing their dream come to
fruition. After two years of planning and building a
dream brewery, they opened for business on January
31st, 2015.
Their nano brewery consists of a 4 BBL system with
brite tanks feeding fresh deliciousness from the brite
straight to your pint glass. At BLBC, they offer a
unique blend of beers as they have their own unique
twists to each style that adds bold flavors and
complex grain profiles to each of their brews. This,
coupled with a great, open-market feel where the
taproom is located, provides a welcoming venue to
come, relax, and taste for yourself what makes their
beers great!

A sampling of their beers includes:
Espresso Stout-- a light bodied, espresso, and oatmeal stout. It’s made with hints of chocolate and caramel
malts. This delicious ale is hopped mildly with Chinook hops for a slight hop presence. There is a little caffeine
in this one with six gallons of cold brewed Evans Brothers Espresso. The two brews are blended to achieve this
one of a kind Espresso Stout.
Honey Blonde-- an Ale that is refreshing and perfect for a hot
summer day. This Ale is based with Organic 2-Row and is very
light with a robust honey character caused by adding large
amounts of locally sourced honey that is blended with the beer.
It’s finished with a clean yeast strain to achieve the smooth
delicious flavors that are desired with this Ale.
Main Ave IPA--organic 2-Row and dark caramel malts used in
this hoppy IPA give it a nice malt profile and smooth body. It’s
hopped with Summit for bittering and generous amounts of
Cascade for a nice citrus aroma. It is a balanced IPA and is
designed to satisfy any IPA lovers hop cravings.
Ree's Red--this is an Irish Red Ale made with light and dark caramel malts and a small amount of Roasted
barely to add a very small hint of roasted coffee at the end. This is hopped moderately with Nugget, East Kent
Golding, and Mt. Hood, but is balanced with a hefty grain bill to make Rees’ Red a tasty Ale.
This will be a walking tour starting from the INB Performing Arts Center located directly across from the
Davenport Grand Hotel and proceeding either along the Spokane Centennial Trail and following the Spokane
River as it passes the convention center, the University District, the Don Kardong footbridge and the Gonzaga
University Law School on the way to the Dry Fly Distillery OR departing for the Black Label Brewing
Company first and then on to the Dry Fly Distillery. All tours will visit the same venues and explore the sights
along the Centennial Trail. There will be a professional tour guide leading the groups, telling the story of
Spokane and pointing out significant landmarks along the way and making this an entertaining experience even
before we arrive at Dry Fly Distillery and Black Label Brewing Company! Approximate time for the walk is 45
minutes, so attendees should wear comfortable walking shoes. This tour will be conducted on Wednesday, July
12 and Thursday, July 13. These tours will be divided into groups of 25 each and separated by 30 minutes due
to capacity limits at the distillery and brewing company.
_____________________________________________________________________________

Self-Guided Tour to Arbor Crest Winery, Spokane Valley, WA
If you are unable to attend the full day guided tours to Vintner’s Village or just want an alternative, visit the
Arbor Crest Wine Cellars. Arbor Crest winery is an estate, located atop a 450-foot cliff featuring over two
acres of vineyards, four acres of gardens and epic views sweeping from Liberty Lake and across the Spokane
Valley. Established in 1924 by inventor Royal Newton Riblet, the estate features an arched gatehouse leading
to a three-story Florentine-style mansion with grounds that include terraced gardens, a red-roofed basalt gazebo,
unique swimming pool and life-sized checkerboard.
In 1979, the estate was registered as a national historic landmark and in 1984 Arbor Crest purchased the site as
its beautiful new headquarters. Today, Riblet’s vision and legacy in Spokane live on, re-invented and refreshed
for a new millennium. The Cliff House is now a premier Inland Northwest destination for wine tasting and
special celebrations, hosting over 35,000 guests annually. As you tour the grounds and marvel at the views, the
distinctive features designed by Royal Riblet continue to delight after nearly a century. Spend time in the
spacious tasting room, built on the grounds in 2003, sampling a variety of Arbor Crest estate wines, which can
now also be found on store shelves around the world.

www.arborcrest.com Driving Directions: https://goo.gl/maps/F8Nea5NBaxM2

Self-Guided Drive to Silverwood Theme Park
Silverwood Theme Park, north of Coeur d’Alene, Idaho, is the largest theme and water park in the Northwest
United States. Think Disneyland, Busch Gardens, Six Flags and the like! Silverwood has over 70 (yes, 70)
rides, slides, shows and attractions, making it a great place to visit for the whole family. The Boulder Beach
Waterpark consists of 21 acres of massive waterslides, gigantic wave pools, kiddies’ fun zones and the neverending lazy river that runs through the park. PCA will have discounted rates at the park during Parade week.
Visit the Parade Hospitality “Visit Spokane” desk for information on discounted tickets before you leave for the
park! Take a day away from the Parade for some family fun and still be back in time for one of the evening
Parade events—it’s only an hour drive!

www.silverwoodthemepark.com
Driving Directions: https://goo.gl/maps/Qg43QVKh5em

______________________________________________________________________________

Self-Guided Drive: Triple Play and Raptor Reef Family Fun Park
This is another family oriented destination for those who do not want to take the time to spend all day at the
Silverwood Theme Park, described above. Triple Play is a combination waterpark, arcade, miniature golf
course and go-kart track all-in-one attraction. This is another opportunity for families attending Parade to give
their kids something else to do while enjoying many of the attractions themselves. As a reference, Triple Play
is eight miles south of Silverwood Theme Park on highway US-95.

www.3Play.com
Driving Directions: https://goo.gl/maps/Tms9cESCpLt

__

_______________________________________________________________

Self-Guided Tour to Historic Wallace, ID and the Sierra Silver Mine

For a scenic and educational day, make plans during your Parade week to visit historic Wallace, ID, the Silver
Capital of the World and self-proclaimed “Center of the Universe”, only 79 miles east of Spokane! The drive
down I-90 East is not the typical boring interstate, but a drive filled with beautiful scenery as it winds through
the mountains. The entire town of Wallace is listed on the National Historic Register so come ready to view
many historical sites.

There are three museums to explore, a self-guided city walking tour that covers 43 points of interest and a
chance to tour the still active Sierra Silver Mine! Factoid: more silver has been mined in and around Wallace in
the past 130 years than anyplace on earth—1.3 billion ounces! Tours depart via trolley every 30 minutes
between 10 AM and 4 PM and last 1 hour, 15 mins.

Wallace is also the birthplace of actress Lana Turner and she, in fact, came back to Wallace in 1942 to sell war
bonds. The movie Dante’s Peak, starring Pierce Brosnan and Linda Hamilton, was also filmed in Wallace in
1996. There are an abundance of eating and drinking choices in Wallace. We have informed the Black Board
Café right in downtown Wallace and the Trailside Café in the historic Wallace Hotel that Spokane Parade
attendees may be stopping in for lunch. There are also 11 saloons and two microbreweries available to quench
your thirst. Just remember it’s a 79 mile drive back to Spokane!! All in all, Wallace is a great place to visit and
explore and you can do it with a mid-morning departure and still be back in time for any evening Parade
festivities!
Note: Be advised that the Parade Gimmick Rally participants will be in and around Wallace on
Thursday, July 13, as part of that event.

www.wallaceidahochamber.com
Driving Directions: https://goo.gl/maps/BayUZznSaRy

_____________________________________________________________________________

Self-Guided Tour on the “Great Circle Route” around Northeast Washington
Want to take a day off from Parade and just go for a DRIVE? Well, this is the tour for you! It will take you all
day since it is 280-300 miles. We just called it “great circle route” since that is essentially where it takes you.
It starts out in the high desert on Hwy 2 heading west out of Spokane. This first portion is admittedly not the
scenic portion of the trip. However, once you get to Wilbur and turn North on Hwy 21 the scenery begins to
change from high desert to mountains once you cross the Columbia River. You get across the Columbia River
via the small Keller ferry and it’s FREE. The trip across is 1.2 miles and takes about 10 minutes. The ferry
runs on a “on demand” schedule meaning it goes when there are cars wanting to cross. It can take 20 cars at a
time.

Once across, Hwy 21 follows the Sanpoil River Arm of the Columbia River into Keller. Beyond that, you are
really driving out in the country all the way to the town of Republic, where you will pick up Hwy 20 heading
east over to Kettle Falls. This stretch of highway is called the Sherman Pass Scenic Byway and crosses over
Sherman Pass at 5,575 feet. There is a pullout at the White Mountain/Sherman Overlook with and easy quartermile paved trail and interpretive signs detailing the devastating fires of 1929 and 1988. This makes a nice break
in the drive to view some gorgeous scenery. Traveling down the east side of the pass you join Hwy 395 on the
west side of the Columbia River and cross over toward Kettle Falls, where you begin the journey back toward
Spokane on Hwy 25, which tracks along the eastern banks of the Columbia River. To add in some more
winding roads, you leave Hwy 25 just past the town of Hunters and pick up Springdale Hunters Road heading
east to Springdale. You will join Hwy 231 for a short distance short of Springdale and then take Hwy 292
continuing east to Hwy 395 South. This will take you straight back into Spokane and almost to the front door of
The Davenport Grand. Again, this drive is scenic and meant for people who like to drive! Due to the remote
terrain in Northeast Washington, once you commit to head north on Hwy 21 after crossing the Columbia River,
there are no shortcuts to get back to Spokane unless you just turn around. Not that there are no gas stations
along portions of the route, just make sure you depart with a full tank of gas!! For food along the way, there are
great hamburgers and milk shakes at Dixie’s in Wilbur. If that is too close to the start, try Republic Pizza
Company in Republic. There are also several restaurants, bars and saloons in Kettle Falls, if you want to take a
rest stop there before heading back south to Spokane on Hwy 25. If it’s a sunny day, this will be a great drive!
Driving Directions: https://goo.gl/maps/bQbGyzFb93v

____________________________________________________________________________________

Self-Guided Driving Tour to the Grand Coulee Dam
Unlike the “great circle route” self-drive that is more about the scenery and the drive than the destination, this
drive is definitely all about the destination and what an educational destination it is! You will depart downtown
Spokane on I-90 West and quickly exit onto Hwy 2 West toward Davenport and Wilbur. Once in Wilbur, you
initially get on Hwy 21, but quickly take Hwy 174 toward Grand Coulee. Once in the city of Grand Coulee,
take Hwy 155 to Grand Coulee Dam and the Visitor’s Center. Total distance is about 90 miles and 1 hour, 45
minutes.
Why is the Grand Coulee Dam worth visiting? The U.S. Bureau of Reclamation began construction of Grand
Coulee Dam in 1933 as the key structure in its multipurpose Columbia Basin Project. It has since become the
linchpin in harnessing the second largest river in the United States. It took nine years to build Grand Coulee
Dam after 13 years of battling and political maneuvering before construction started. At its conclusion,
President Franklin D. Roosevelt authorized $60 million to get the dam project started. Thousands came to the
Grand Coulee looking for work in the midst of the Depression. They worked around the clock to finish the dam
by 1942.
How big is the Grand Coulee Dam? It dwarfs the Great Pyramids of Egypt and generates more power than a
million locomotives. An engineering wonder, it is also the country’s largest hydroelectric project. Grand
Coulee Dam is one of the largest concrete structures in the world, containing almost 12 million cubic yards of
concrete. It towers 550 feet above bedrock (as high as the Washington Monument) and is 500 feet wide at the
base. There is enough concrete in the dam to build two standard six-foot wide sidewalks around the world at the
equator.

To take a tour of the dam, stop at the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation’s Grand Coulee Dam Visitor Center (VC) on
SR155 just north of Coulee Dam. Abundant information and films are available at the VC. Call them at 509633-9265 to inquire about tours. See new interactive exhibits at the Visitor Center, even fly through the dam in
a virtual reality game on a plasma screen.
• View the award-winning movie, “The Columbia — a Fountain of Life,” at the Visitor Center. Also showing is
a movie about the Ice Age Flood that carved out the Grand Coulee.
• The Third Powerhouse tour uses vans and small buses that take up to 35 people at a time from the elevator
parking area to the floor of the powerhouse for the tour – then up to the top of the dam. The tour takes about an
hour.
No bags of any kind, even camera or diaper bags are allowed. And you’ll have to go through a metal
detector, but it’s worth it.
• See the dam from Crown Point State Park’s panoramic site. Two nature trails, Candy Point Trail and the
Down River Trail, also offer exciting vantage points.

As an added attraction if you decide to stay until dark, there is a laser light show projected on the face of the
dam detailing its history and that of the surrounding area. The laser entertainment projection system is one of
the largest in the world!
www.gcdvisitor.com
Driving Directions: https://goo.gl/maps/oRVSgpd7pAu

